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or THE 


ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS, 

HELD IH BOSTON, 

AT THE ROOMS OP THE MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, 
October IT'tb, X&77. 


The convention was called to order at 10.45 a. m., by Thomas 
U. Walter, president of the Institute, and chairman ex officio. 

The first business was the reading of the president’s Annual 
Address. {See Appendix.^ 

After the reading of the Address, on motion, the calling of the 
roll was dispensed with, and the annual reports were received. 

The Report of the Trustees was read by Mr. Bloor and accepted, 
and laid on the table for consideration. 

The Treasurer’s Report was read by Mr. R. G. Hatfield, Treas¬ 
urer. Messrs. Sturgis and Longfellow, of Boston, were appointed 
Auditing Committee. 

No report was received from the Committee on Education. 

The Report of the Committee on Publication was read by Mr. 
Bloor, and accepted, and laid on the table for future consideration. 

The Reports of the New York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Boston, 
Baltimore, and Rhode Island Chapters were read and laid aside 
for consideration. 

No report was received from the Albany Chapter, and from the 
Chicago Chapter only a fragment, which the convention refused to 
have read. 
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The Eeport of the Secretary of Foreign Correspondence was 
read by Mr. Bloor. 

The next business in order was the election of officers. On 
motion, a nominating committee was appointed, one member from 
each chapter represented in the convention. While the president 
was selecting this committee, the Report of the Special Committee 
on Finance was called for. 

Mr. Longfellow, in answer, asked a postponement, wffiich was 
granted, in order that the report might be submitted to a fuller 
meeting. 

Mr. Ware, of Boston, in behalf of the committee of the Boston 
Chapter, announced that lunch would be ready at the Hotel 
Brunswick at one o’clock, and stated that in recognition of the 
hospitality of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the stu¬ 
dents in the architectural courses at the Institute were also invited. 

It was also announced that according to the programme there 
would be a dinner on Friday evening, if a sufficient number of 
names were subscribed, but that if the members of the convention 
should prefer, the Committee of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, 
with the Boston Chapter, were ready to arrange for a reception at 
the Museum building on Friday evening in place of the dinner. 

Mr. Van Brunt, in behalf of the Committee of the Boston 
Chapter, having in charge the business of the convention, proposed 
that the members of the Institute of Technology and of the press 
should be invited to accompanj^ the members of the convention 
in their tours of inspection. No objection was made. 

On motion, the convention proceeded to the consideration of 
the reports, the first one being that of the Board of Trustees. 
The point in it referring to the requests sent out by the secretary 
for information regarding adjudicated cases bearing upon the 
emoluments of architects, and their power of enforcing their 
claims through the lien law or otherwise, was taken up and a 
verbal report made by Mr. Haight, of New York, who stated that 
very few answers had been received to the requests sent out, and 
that as two important cases of th^t kind were at the moment on 
trial in New York, it seemed wiser not to make a formal report 
on the question until these cases were depided, as the decisions 
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would materiallj" influence future cases througliout the country. 
Mr. Haight also requested, on behalf of the trustees, that notice 
should be sent them of all such matters coming within the knowl¬ 
edge of the members of the convention. 

The point in the report relating to papers from the chapters on 
building materials of their respective localities was called up, but 
postponed until the Report of the Rhode Island Chapter should be 
reached. ' 

The communication of Prof. Lindsey, of Princeton College, to 
the trustees, in regard to the degrees to be conferred upon graduates 
in the architectural course in the college was, on motion, referred 
to the Committee on Education, mth instructions to report upon 
the subject at the next convention. 

The action of the Board of Trustees in relation to the Washing¬ 
ton Monument was, on motion, passed over without discussion by 
the convention. 

The suggestion of the trustees in regard to domestic honoraiy 
members was next discussed. 

The trustees proposed that the convention should consider the 
propriety of striking from roll of the honorary members those 
residents of this country who should practise as architects, thus, 
in a certain sense, making use of a standing in the Institute offered 
them merely as a compliment, without assuming the duties and 
responsibilities of their professional brethren. 

Mr. Stone, of Providence, wished to know what was the par¬ 
ticular case which called for this action of the trustees. 

Mr. Ware, of Boston, mentioned the case of Prof. Babcock, of 
Cornell University, who stood upon the list of honorary members, 
but in his position at the university practically acted as the university 
architect, and presumably received professional compensation for 
his work on the buildings so put into his hands, in addition to his 
salary as professor, and in that and similar cases it seemed quite 
pr' per that some such action as that proposed, by the trustees 
should be taken, changing the position of such persons from that 
of honorary members to one more consistent with actual profes¬ 
sional practice. He would be glad to be enlightened as to the 
other cases, if any, which the trustees had in mind. 
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The Secretary said that the case referred to by Mr. Ware, with 
some similar ones, had been brought before the trustees. It had 
been suggested that they might be placed among the corresponding 
members, whose degree was of a domestic kind, and honorary, 
though perhaps a little inferior to that of full honorary members. 
The Secretary hardly wished to mention the names of the other 
gentlemen whose cases were considered, in the absence of the 
original mover of the proposition ; but Mr. Haight, of New York, 
explained that besides Prof. Babcock, there had been brought 
before the trustees the names of Mr. Theodore Weston and of 
Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, both of New York, and both honorary 
members of the Institute. Mr. Weston had been recently prac¬ 
tising as an architect, and had himself so stated in a letter to the 
Board of Trustees; and in view of all the circumstances in his 
case, it had seemed best not to include his name any longer in the 
list of honorary members. If he still desired to be connected with 
the Institute, he could come in in some other way. 

He mentioned Mr. Olmsted also, so that members might under¬ 
stand fully the proposition made to them. 

Mr. Wight, of Chicago, asked for the reading of the section of 
the By-Laws defining an honorary member. 

Mr. Eichardson, of New York, wished to amend the proposition 
of the trustees. He thought it rather ungracious to dismiss a mem¬ 
ber without giving him some alternative, and would modify the pro¬ 
posed action by requesting the parties to become professional 
members, if qualified* 

Mr. Haight inquired what should become of these gentlemen 
if they should not be qualified to come in under any other 
head. 

Mr. Eicharpson supposed they would send in their resignations. 

The Secretary suggested that they might become corresponding 
members, the same as engineers. 

Mr. Eichardson said his only object was to avoid the appear¬ 
ance of an ungracious act on the part of the Institute in discharg¬ 
ing persons who had held the distinction of honorary membership. 

Mr. Stone, of Providence, said: Do we understand that the 
trustees are to do this with such persons as they choose, or are we 
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to pass the resolution as the action of the convention, with refer¬ 
ence to the three gentlemen just named? 

The Secretary. — The trustees wish for general instructions, 
not speciall}^ as to these gentlemen, but as to an 5 ^bodj. My im¬ 
pression was that they desired to receive enlightenment as to how 
they were to interpret a bj^-law, and get definite instructions what 
to do in the case of any person. 

Mr. Haight called for the reading of the resolution as 
amended. 

The President. — The resolution is, the propriety of striking 
from the roll of honorary members of the Inatitute the name of 
any resident of this country who derives anj^ emolument, direct or 
otherwise, from the practice of architecture. That is the original 
form as it came from the trustees. Then it has been moved to 
amend so that they should be invited to become professional mem¬ 
bers if qualified, or if not, corresponding members. 

Mr. Hartshorn, of Providence, asked what should be done 
with them if they refused to change their position. 

Mr. Wight, of Chicago. — I think the By-Laws provide for that: 
they shall be requested to resign. 

The amendment offered b}^ Mr. Richardson was adopted. 

Mr. Hartshorn moved as a substitute the following: — 

Resolved^ That when any person residing in this country, 
elected an honorary member of the Institute, shall become engaged 
in the active practice of architecture, the trustees shall request 
such person to become a professional or corresponding member, 
and on his refusal to do so, his name shall be dropped from the 
roll. 

Mr. Ware. —Will the gentleman accept a verbal amendment? 
I would suggest that the alternative should be given of resigning 
his position. 

Mr. Hartshorn. — I accept it. 

Mr. Longfellow. — It seems to me that the wording adopted 
in the resolution of the trustees, “any person who shall derive 
emolument, directly or indirectl}",” covers the case better than the 
words of Mr. Hartshorn’s resolution, for a person may not enter 
directly into the practice of the profession, and such persons are 
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more objectionable than those who set themselves forth as archi¬ 
tects. 

Mr. Hartshorn said his own point was to have the trustees 
directed to drop the name from the roll, and he was willing to accept 
the wording. 

It was decided to carry the matter oA^er till the next business ses¬ 
sion, and the convention adjourned till evening. 


OCTOBER 17th, 1877. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The evening session was called to order at 8 o’clock by the pres¬ 
ident, Mr. Van Brunt acting as secretary. 

Mr. Ware, of Boston, said that the Committee of Arrangements 
had, in response to invitations, obtained four papers upon ‘‘ Fire¬ 
proof Construction.” The first, b}^ Mr. Sherman, C. Pk, attached 
to the government service in Washington, and the second, by a 
member of the Institute, Mr. Detlef Lienau, of New York, were 
read by Mr. Ware, followed by Mr. Wight of Chicago and Mr. 
R. G. Hatfield of New York, who read papers prepared by them¬ 
selves. {See Appendix.) 

After reading, the papers were, on motion, placed in the hands 
of the Publication Committee, and a short discussion took place. 

Mr. Loring, of Chicago, related some experiments of his, by 
which he had succeeded in producing a porous form of burnt clay, 
of halt the specific gravity of ordinary terra-cotta, which could 
easily be fastened with nails or screws, or riveted to either wood or 
iron, and exhibited sketches. The material, he said, was made with 
cla}" and sawdust. 

Mr. Stone inquired how the thrust of the elliptical arches 
described in Mr. Lienau’s paper was to be resisted. 

Mr. Ware was unable to explain except by reference to the paper 
itself, which mentioned that the mode of construction in question 
demanded great thickness of walls. 

Mr. Peabody, of Boston, called attention to the method of mak¬ 
ing floors in Paris. Iron beams are put in, and stirrups of strap 
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iron hung from beam to beam, about two or three feet apart, forru- 
ing a skeleton. Beneath this a scaffolding is built from the floor 
below, covered with planks, the top of which comes just below the 
iron beams. Between the beams and iron stirrups little pots, like 
flower-pots, are put, set close together without regularit 3 ^ Over 
the whole is poured a mixture of stone, old plastering, debris from 
demolitions, and rubbish of all sorts, with fresh calcined plaster 
and water, forming a kind of a concrete. When this has hardened, 
the temporary" stage is taken away, and the ceiling laid directly on 
the under surface of the concrete. On the top of the iron beams 
are secured strips of wood, to which the flooring is nailed. That 
this concrete mass stays in place is probably’ due to the strength of 
the plaster; and in other parts of France, where the material is not 
so good, the construction is different. 

Mr. Hatfield had noticed the use of the little earthen pots, and 
also of hollow bricks in the same way, 

Mr. Peabody explained that the concrete of terra-cotta and rub¬ 
bish was not intended to bear an^" weight. Ever^dhing was sus¬ 
tained by the beams, and the concrete simplj" enclosed the iron. 

Mr. Wight mentioned that he had brought drawings of a variety 
of cheap modes of fire-proofing, and would be happy to show them 
to members. They had been made some time before, with the 
object of devising a cheap method of protecting wooden dwellings. 

Mr. Peabody mentioned that in one wing of the Brewer Building, 
which was included in the programme of excursions, the fioors were 
framed with heavy girders, several feet on centres, instead of thin 
joists near together, and the flooring above them was of plank. 
The theory was that the heavjr beams and flooring would burn 
slowly, and could be easily reached with water. 

Mr. Hatfield thought this was essentially- the same as the sy-s- 
tem of solid floors spoken of in his paper. 

Mr. Peabody and Mr. Richardson asked whether the solid floors 
would not suffer by swelling and shrinking, and from dry^^-rot. 

Mr. Hatfield could not tell from his own experience, but the 
trials made in England had resulted favorably. Perhaps Burnettiz- 
ing or Kyanizing might prevent decays He thought it very- desira¬ 
ble that the government at Washington should institute experi- 
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ments to settle the questions which now trouble us in regard to 
timber and other materials. 

Mr. Longfellow described the floors in Tuscany. He was in 
Italy at the time of the Boston Are, and, seeing in the Boston 
papers sent to him accounts of the Florentine floors, he made 
inquiries of an architect of his acquaintance, and was told that it 
was the custom in that province to vault floors sixteen to eigh¬ 
teen feet wide with brick, laid flat, and forming a vault of two or 
two and a half inches thickness, and a rise of not more than a foot. 
These floors were built by masons bred to the trade, and were 
peculiar to the province. When attempted by masons in other 
districts they fell down, and men had to be brought from Tuscany 
to do the work. His impression was that these floors were laid 
without centres. 

Mr. Ware said he had, when in Italy, been told of the same 
mode of floor building, and thought he had seen the construction 
itself. In Venice, such vaults could not be used, as the walls, 
being built on piles, were not thick enough to resist the thrust. 

Mr. Stone, of Providence, said that in his neighborhood the 
masons would dome over without difficult}" cisterns twelve or four¬ 
teen feet in diameter, in four-inch brick work, and without the use 
of centres. 

One that he knew of this kind had a driveway laid out over it, 
and a carriage and pair were driven over it without injury. The 
rise of the dome was often not much more than that of the Floren¬ 
tine floors. 

Mr. Stone also mentioned that the underwriters who insured 
mills in his State would not allow any woodwork to be enclosed 
with plaster, or otherwise. All floors must be of the kind described 
by Mr. Peabody. 

The girders were generall}" covered with three-inch plank, and 
the span from girder to girder w^as often nine or ten feet. For ten 
feet span, four-inch spruce plank was used, and covered with a 
hard pine floor. No outside cornices were allowed, or rather, they 
increased the insurance so much that no one would use them. The 
picker-room was protected, not b}" iron doors, but by doors made 
of a light iron frame, with thin woodwork on both sides of the 
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frame, and the whole covered with tin. If fire caught in this room 
the doors were shut, and streams of water turned in, and in very 
many cases fire had raged to a considerable extent in this room 
without passing the tin-covered doors into the other parts of the 
mill. 

Mr. Stone said, in reference to one of the papers read, that the 
four-inch lining wall spoken of hardly seemed substantial enough 
to carry the floor joists in a first-class building. The mode of 
encasing iron beams in plaster on the bottom, which was proposed, 
also seemed open to criticism. The bricks projected below the 
beam could hardly hold the plaster so that it would not come off 
under a strain or jar, especially if the body of plaster were heavy 
enough to do much good in resisting heat. 

Mr. Hatfield, referring to Mr. Longfellow’s remarks on the 
Italian floors, said that he had seen vaults built there of extraor¬ 
dinary thinness. He witnessed the construction of the ceiling of a 
room sixteen feet square, in brickwork one and one quarter inches 
thick. The workman ran a screed along the wall on one side as a 
spring for the arch; on the end wall the profile of the arch was run 
in the same way. He commenced by laying the first course, 
attaching it to the end wall, and then laid another course on that, 
without any centring. After he had progressed some distance 
toward the centre, he strengthened the middle and the end by two 
ribs, composed of ordinary brickwork laid in mortar, attached to 
the wall, and brought out like a cantilever to hold the projecting 
arch. At this point he left him, but presumed that he went on in 
the same way till it was finished. 

The rise of the arch was about three and one half feet. Over 
this wooden beams were put, on which the floor was laid. Mr. 
Hatfield recollected also standing on the brick floor of the Syna¬ 
gogue. in Turin, which was composed of groined arches springing 
from piers, with a span of about thirty-five feet. On looking 
through an opening in the vault, to his surprise he found it to be 
not over four or four and a half inches thick. 

Mr. Preston said, in reply to Mr. Stone, who thought a four- 
inch lining wall rather thin, where it had to carry floor-beams, that 
everything depended on the thoroughness with which it was tied to 
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the outside wall. The building in which they then were (the Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute of Technology) was built in that way. The 
lining wall was four inches thick, and carried the floor timbers, and 
was connected by cross ties about sixteen inches apart with the 
outside walls, which varied from three feet to twenty inches in 
thickness. 

Mr. Hartwell mentioned a mode of vaulting a square room 
with brick by starting with a single brick in each corner, and 
throwing arches diagonally across from side to side, without cen¬ 
tring. The angles were thus covered, leaving a square open¬ 
ing in the middle diagonal with the sides of the room, and the 
opening was easily filled up. This made a vault with a continuous 
thrust on the walls, instead of a strain concentrated at the angles, 
as in the case of a groined vault. 

Another peculiar method of building a floor, which was used in 
Germany, was by layers of inch boards, one above another, each 
layer running in a different direction from the one below, and the 
whole rising slightly toward the centre. Six layers made the 
floor. 

The president then announced the Nominating Committee, con¬ 
sisting of Messrs. McArthur, of Philadelphia, Stone, of Provi¬ 
dence, Wight, of Chicago, Schofield, of Cleveland, Richardson, 
of New York, Lind, of Baltimore, and Peabody, of Boston. 

On motion, it was resolved to accept the invitation of the Trus¬ 
tees of the Art Museum to visit the Museum at six o’clock on 
Friday evening, and also to hold the annual dinner on the same 
evening at half past eight o’clock. 

The conv-ention then adjourned to Thursday morning. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18th, 1877. 

MORNING SESSION. 

The convention was called to order by the president at ten a. m. 
Robert Briggs, Esq., C. E., of Philadelphia, a corresponding 
member of the Institute, read a paper on the Relation of Moisture 
in the Air to Health and Comfort. {See Appendix.) 
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In the discussion which followed the reading of the paper, Mr. 
McArthur asked what would he the effect on the atmosphere of a 
room heated to 72° or 73°, of a tank of water having some eight 
feet of surface exposed. Mr. Briggs thought the evaporation from 
the tank would he small, prohahl}^ not over a gallon a da}". Mr. 
McArthur explained that in such a case he had found articles of 
iron and steel in the room with the tank rusted hadlj in summer, 
he supposed hy the air from outside taking up an additional quan¬ 
tity of moisture from the water, and depositing it again hy con¬ 
densation upon the metal. 

Speaking of the climate of Mexico, Mr. McArthur said he had 
spent a winter in that country, on the high land, seven hundred 
miles from the coast. The atmosphere was excessively dry, and 
he had found the prevalent diseases to he affections of the heart 
and rheumatism. 

It was noticeable that rheumatism should prevail so largely 
where the air was so perfectly dry that the people wrapped them¬ 
selves in their cloaks and lay down out of doors at any time, 
even through the night, and meat would dry in the air without 
decomposition. 

ISIr. Briggs remarked that diseases of the heart were prevalent 
on elevated lands all over the world. He thought that rheumatism 
was due to checked perspiration. 

The thanks of the Institute were voted to Mr. Briggs for his 
paper, which was referred to the Committee on Publications. 

Mr. Pfeiffer’s paper was next in order, hut Mr. Ware an¬ 
nounced that Mr. Pfeiffer was not present, and that his paper had 
not been received. (The paper will be found in the Appendix.) 

A paper on Sanitary Science (see Appeftdix) was then read by 
Col. Geo. E. Waring, Jr., of Newport, R. I. 

The thanks of the Institute were voted to Col. Waring, and the 
paper was referred to the Committee on Publications. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. McArthur asked if any 
means were provided for the ventilation of the public sewers in 
Boston, mentioning that when engaged in constructing a very high 
building in Philadelphia, the city engineer had asked permission 
to have a flue made in the building, connecting with the sewer, for 
ventilation. 
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Col. Waring being a stranger in Boston, and unable to answer 
Mr. McArthur’s question, the president called upon Mr. E. S. 
Philbrick, C. E., of Boston, who was present by invitation, for 
information in regard to sanitary matters in the cit^^ 

Mr. Philbrick remarked that his interest in the subject had been 
awakened while building some houses for himself a few 3 "ears 
before, and his attention having been called to it, he had been glad 
to do his part toward exciting the public interest in matters so im¬ 
portant, especiall}' to those whose profession or occupation con¬ 
nected them with building operations. As to the peculiarities of 
the Boston sewerage, he said that the whole system was a patch- 
work, which had grown without uniformity, and presented various 
degrees of imperfection. During the last two 3 ^ears the subject of 
drainage had been attentively^ considered in Boston, and several 
able commissions had been appointed to make investigations, and 
the city, had appropriated large sums to carry out the recommenda¬ 
tions of these commissions, and work was soon to begin. At 
present there was no uniform system. There were some thirty^ or 
forty independent outlets into the harbor or the estuaries connected 
with the harbor, many^ of which were submerged at high water. 
The tides had a range of from ten to fourteen feet, and there was 
hardly any attempt at ventilation to relieve the sewers of th^ pres¬ 
sure caused by the influx of water. About two y^ears ago an order 
was issued from the sewer department requiring eaves gutters to 
be connected with the sewers, partly^ to avoid the volumes of water 
running over the sidewalks, and partly with the idea of ventilating 
the sewers, but not much had been done toward carrying out the 
order. He thought there were no connections with any tall shaft 
or chimney, although experiments had been made in various parts 
of the city^ Probably such relief would amount to very little; 
the current which could be carried up any chimney likely to be built 
would be totally^ inadequate to change the air in any considerable 
length of the sewer. The whole problem of sewer ventilation had not 
y^et been satisfactorily solved. The method now commonly^ accepted 
among engineers was to furnish a large number of openings from 
the streets into the sewers, manholes at each street-corner, and 
lampholes at angles, with perforated covers, so that the change of 
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air might be affected at so many places that the effluvium at any 
one place would be so small in quantity and so diluted as to be 
harmless. 

The plan which, on the recommendation of the commission, 
had just been adopted in Boston, and was now under contract in 
part, was to build one large intercepting sewer around the south 
side of the city, to collect the flow from all the sewers in that 
direction, and conduct it to deep water in the harbor, where it 
would be delivered on the ebb tide, so as to pass out to sea. 

This seemed to be the accepted solution of the problem for 
Boston. The efforts which had been made in England for the util¬ 
ization of sewage had proved futile, so far as economy was con¬ 
cerned, unless the liquid could be applied directly to the ground 
for agricultural uses, which was, however, out of the question here, 
from lack of accessible land for the discharge of the sewers. 
There were, no doubt, many places in the State where some irriga¬ 
tion system might be adopted with success, as for instance, the 
city of Worcester, where the valley below the town offered land at 
a level low enough to receive the discharge from the sewers with¬ 
out the necessity of raising it by pumping, and sufficiently removed 
from the dense population of the city to avoid the risk of offence. 

Probably the proper wa}^ of disposing of effete matter was to 
return it to the land to nourish vegetable growth, but the means 
for carrying out that plan had never been fully discussed. 

The growth of water-supply systems in American cities during 
the last generation had brought the question of drainage disposi¬ 
tion forcibly before us, and it was perhaps the most important topic 
now presented in relation to social economy and hygiene. 

In confirmation of Col. Waring’s remarks concerning the apathy 
of our people, Mr. Philbrick added, that he heard it frequently said 
that as the present state of affairs had been endured for some years 
without great harm, there was no need of anxiety about it. 

It ought, however, to be remembered, that although a vigorous 
constitution might, in nine cases out of ten, resist the influence of 
noxious emanations, still it was certain that such emanations formed 
an important factor in the production of disease, and it was clearly 
our duty to eliminate that factor wherever possible. 
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For protection against injurious exhalations, many appliances had 
been devised, most of which had some merit, but it was important 
to all engaged in designing or building houses to stud}^ principles, 
so as to discriminate between the various devices, both in regard to 
intrinsic merit, and applicability to varying circumstances. 

Mr. Philbrick thought some improvement had taken place in the 
popular feeling, and plumbers had begun to take some interest in 
sanitary matters. For one thing, it was now generally considered 
the correct mode to extend the soil pipe up through the roof, 
although there were still plumbers who considered this a useless 
notion. 

There was a point so important that it ought to be alluded to, — 
the disconnection of the house drainage from the sewer or cesspool. 
Although this was more difficult of accomplishment in our severe 
climate, still there were means by which it might be done with per¬ 
fect success. Not only the passage of air from the sewer to the 
house should be interrupted by a water seal or other trap, but the 
house system of drain pipes should be freely ventilated from end to 
end. The soil pipe ought not only to be carried up through the 
roof, but at its foot, where it leaves the house, there should be open 
communication with the outside air; otherwise, every descending 
column of water from the upper stories will drive before it in the 
pipe a volume of air, which, if prevented by a trap or other obstacle 
from escaping into the sewer, must necessarily be forced through 
the small traps or valves in the lower part of the house. It is there¬ 
fore essential, where the communication with the sewer is guarded 
by a trap, to provide a vent to the outside air for the vapors pent 
up in the house pipes by descending w'ater, and this vent should 
be of ample size. 

Mr. Philbrick criticised the condition of affairs still found in the 
neighboring city of Cambridge and some other towns, where each 
householder was compelled by municipal ordinance to provide a 
cesspool on his own land, where the house offal might go though all 
the stages of putrefaction directly under his nose. 

Another similar provision on a smaller scale was the cylinder 
trap, very commonly used in Boston. This held a quart or two 
of matter, which soon became very offensive, and the flow through 
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it occupied so little of its calibre that the rest was necessarily filled 
with grease and other deposit. 

Mr. Stone asked for more information in regard to the method 
of disconnecting a cesspool from the house drain in countr}^ build¬ 
ing. A successful mode of accomplishing this in our climate 
would, he thought, be of great practical use. Mr. Stone also 
remarked, that in Providence it was compulsory to put a trap 
between the house drain and the sewer, and to connect the rain¬ 
water down-spouts with the drain, besides carrying up the soil pipe 
through the roof. There was thus a circulation of air through the 
house pipes behind the main sewer trap. For ventilating the street 
sewers, manholes were provided two hundred feet apart, but the 
city engineer had advised connecting the fines in the public build¬ 
ings situated in the higher parts of the town with the sewers for 
additional ventilation. The effect would be small, it is true, but it 
might do some good. 

Mr. Philbrick said, in answer to Mr. Stone, that the best 
method of disconnecting the house drainage was to place a good 
water-sealed trap, as simple and small as possible, so that it was 
capacious enough to carry the volume of water discharged 
through it between the house and the cesspool or sewer, and open¬ 
ing on the house side of the trap a free communication with the 
outer air. The Providence method of connecting the down-spouts 
with it for ventilation he thought insufficient. If the mouths of 
the pipes were removed from any window, they might act well 
enough as ventilators in fair weather, but during rain they would 
not only cease to act as outlet pipes for air, but with the entrance 
of the rain-water through them into the drain, a considerable pres¬ 
sure of air would be caused in the pipes, which not being now able 
to relieve itself upward through the spouts, must find vent else¬ 
where. It was sometimes supposed that the air could pass up 
through the middle of the pipes while the water was descending at 
the sides, but this was erroneous. The downward current, moving 
with considerable velocity, carried the air with it, so that there 
could be no upward movement of air in them at such time, and it 
was necessary, in order to secure uninterrupted action, to provide 
up-cast pipes especially for the purpose, into which rain could 






16 


not enter. With such a pipe, each discharge of water down 
the soil pipe drew after it a column of fresh air from the atmos¬ 
phere and pushed before it a volume of vitiated air, which escaped 
harmlessl}^ out of doors, instead of being forced into the rooms of 
the house. The drain pipe should be without corners or square 
turns to accummulate solid matter, and of size small enough to 
insure its being scoured out by the passage of material through it, 
and from the house side of the trap a connection should be made 
with the atmosphere at a point where there would be no danger of 
offence. In city houses, there was perhaps no better way than to 
carry a special pipe up through the roof. 

CoL. Waring agreed entirely with Mr. Philbrick’s views, adding 
that, as a precaution against the freezing of the trap by cold air 
descending the vent pipe, he found it best in country houses to 
carry the vent pipe under ground for some distance horizontally 
before joining it to the trap, so that the warmth of the ground 
might change to some extent the temperature of the air. He had 
also carried the vent pipe through the cellar of a house, opening it 
in the back yard, so as to benefit by the warmth of the cellar. 

Mr. PiiiLBRiCK said that in country houses the trap might be 
opened, either directly, or through a length of drain pipe, into a 
small dry well or manhole, walled in stone without mortar, and 
four or five feet deep. The gases driven out by the passage of 
water down the pipe were absorbed by the ground, and no odor 
would be perceived at the top of the manhole. 

Mr. Hartwell asked why the vent pipe could not be carried 
into a flue, provided there were no openings into rooms above the 
connection. 

Mr. Cabot thought there was danger of reverse currents in flues, 
and had in his practice avoided the use of them for ventilation. 

Mr. Philbrick added that it was very difficult to make a tight 
joint between a metal pipe and a brick chimney. The expansion 
and contraction of the pipe would almost invariably crack the 
mortar around the joint, and for this reason, as well as the risk of 
down draughts, he had found it best not to enter such pipes into 
flues. 

Unfinished business was then taken up, the first matter for con- 
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sideration being the report of the Board of Trustees relating to the 
position of honorary members. 

The president read the portion of the report referring to the 
subject. 

Mr. Richardson thought the trustees had full power under the 
By-Laws to act in the matter. Section 9 of Article I. of the 
By-Laws read as follows : — 

If the conduct of any member should appear to the Board of 
Trustees to he injurious to the interests of the Institute^ or contrary 
to its Constitution or By-Laws^ the board shad inform him thereof 
in writing; and if in its opinion^ the nature of the offence require 
ity request him to resign. Should such information or request be 
disregarded^ the Board of Trustees shall refer the matter to the next 
meeting of the Institute, or to a special meetmg thereof; of which 
reference written notice, of not less than two weeks, shall be given to 
the offending member, and to each memb^'r of the Institute, by the 
Secretary. At such meeting the nature of the offence shall be consid¬ 
ered, and the member complained of may be ceyisnred or expelled, by 
a vote of a two-thirds majority of the Fellows present. A motion 
involving censure or expulsion shall be decided by ballot. 

He could speak from personal knowledge onl}- in regard to one 
of the cases brought forward, that of Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted. 
This gentleman, when elected an honorary member, was one of 
the firm of Vaux, Withers & Co., well-known architects in New 
York, and was deriving much more direct and indirect emolument 
from the architectural profession than at present. 

In fact, he had some years since given up his connection with 
architecture, to devote himself to landscape gardening, and so far 
as Mr. Richardson knew, his only association wdth architectural 
practice was now his appointment with two architects on the 
Advisor}’ Board of the New York Capitol, to which he was called 
for the sake of his services in laying out the grounds and 
approaches. 

Mr. Richardson thought that it was not Mr. Olmsted’s part to 
decide, at the time of his election, whether he was a suitable can¬ 
didate for honorary membership, and it seemed hardly right, after 
electing a man who was practising at the time, and allowing him to 
2 
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go on in the same way for ten years, all at once to strike his name 
from the roll without notice, and without any disqualification being 
alleged which had not existed to an equal or greater extent at the 
time of his election. Mr. Richardson moved that the Board of 
Trustees be referred back to the By-Laws with full power. 

Mr. Haight explained that under the By-Laws the trustees 
were, in certain contingencies, only authorized to do one thing, 
that was, to request the oflending person to resign. The attention 
of the board had been called to the fact that certain gentlemen 
were not acting entirely in accordance with the By-Laws, and it 
was asked that some action be taken in the matter. To ask the 
parties to resign, which was the only action they were authorized to 
take, seemed a severe penalty for what might have been a very 
little offence, and they preferred to come before the convention for 
instructions. 

To show how the hands of the board were tied, Mr. Haight read 
extracts from Article VIII. of the By-Laws, as follows: 

The Board of Trustees shall he subject in all respects {except as to 
expenditures) to such instructions and limitations as may from time 
to time he prescribed by the Institute j . . . and shall enforce the 

preservation of order and obedience to its rules. 

He thought, if the convention did not wish to act, that the best 
course would be to refer the whole subject back to the Board of 
Trustees, with power. 

Mr. Haight then offered the following resolution, which Mr. 
Richardson accepted as a substitute for his own : — 

Resolved, That this subject be referred to the Board of Trustees, 
with power; and when the fact is brought to their notice, that an 
honorary member of the Institute is deriving emolument directly or 
indirectly from the practice of architecture, that the trustees be 
directed to take such action in the matter as shall be to the best 
interest of the profession. 

The resolution was adopted- 

The President next called the attention of the convention to the 
portion of the report of the trustees relating to the Washington 
Monument, which he fead, and also extracts from the reports of 
the Boston, Rhode Island, Baltihigre, and Philadelphia Chapters, 
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on the same subject; then requesting Mr. Cabot to take the chair, 
he made some remarks, quoting from the report of the commission 
appointed by the War Department to examine the foundations of 
the monument, in confirmation of the opinion expressed by the 
Board of Trustees as to their insufficiency. In regard to the action 
of the Philadelphia Chapter, it had been said that their proposition 
violated the spirit of that reform which all thought desirable, the 
breaking up of the system of general competitions. This was con¬ 
sidered by the chapter, but it was reasoned that in a national mat¬ 
ter like the monument, nobody could be excluded, and if no one 
were to be excluded, it was better not to give any competitor any¬ 
thing for his labors. The preliminary sketch was not a matter of 
much outlay, and we might all be willing to do so much, as a patri¬ 
otic contribution, if nothing else. It was to be presumed after¬ 
wards that if the monument were to be finished, it must be in 
accordance with some plan, which would probabl}^ be selected 
from among the sketches sent in, and the author of the selected 
design would naturally be chosen to carry it into execution, and for 
this service he would be paid, as it would cost him time and 
mone3^ 

As to the experts, on whom the selection should devolve, Mr. 
Walter said that, much as he liked and respected those members 
of the Monument Association whom he knew, he would hardly 
wish to trust them in a matter of art. He thought the best course 
would be to refer the matter to a board of experts consisting of 
three architects, members of the Institute, and three engineers of 
the War Department. 

The relations of architects and engineers might well be more 
cordial than they are, and in this case, the engineers of the depart¬ 
ment, constituting formerly the Topographical Bureau, were well 
educated in the theory of architectural design in their West Point 
course, and he had noticed that the plans which they sent in for 
the extension of the Capitol were superior to nine out of ten of 
those submitted by architects. Then nearly all the designs pro¬ 
posed would include some sculpture, and it would be very reason¬ 
able that some sculptors should be included among the experts. 

Mr. Walter continued, that if the convention were to take any 
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official action in the matter, he should be in favor of adopting the 
resolutions submitted by the Philadelphia Chapter, but his own 
opinion was that it would be wiser for the convention not to take 
any action at all. 

It was hardly dignified for the Institute to thrust itself forward 
without being invited. If they had received an invitation to 
express their opinion, it would have been quite proper to consider 
the question, but under the circumstances he was inclined to move 
an indefinite postponement of the matter. 

Mr. Van Brunt thought the general feeling among the chapters 
was quite in aCcord with that of the president; the only question 
was whether the Institute, as the incorporated representative of 
the body of architects, and in a certain manner an official guardian 
of art, had not a duty to perform in the matter, without regard to 
the personal feelings of the members. He suggested that perhaps 
the best way out of the difficult}^ would be to introduce a resolution 
to authorize the Board of Trustees to offer the services of the 
Institute to the Monument Association, in some such form as the 
following: — 

Resolved, That the trustees of the American Institute of 
Architects offer the services of the Institute to the Washington 
Monument Association, to assist them in considering the question 
of the completion of the Washington Monument in a manner com¬ 
mensurate with the importance of the occasion and in accordance 
with the interests of art. 

Mr. Cabot and Mr. McArthur expressed opinions similar to 
those of the president. Mr. McArthur thought that the profession 
was unanimous in condemnation of the existing design of the 
monument, but it seemed to him that no satisfactory manner of 
bringing the Institute into contact with the Monument Association 
had been proposed, and he thought there was no need of haste in 
the matter. 

Mr. Ware moved the previous question on Mr. Van Brunts 
resolution, which was lost, and the whole matter was then, on 
motion, indefinitely postponed. 

The Beport of the Special Committee on Finance, which had 
been laid ever from the first day’s session, was then read by Mr. 
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Longfellow (see Appendix)^ and having been accepted, Mr. Long¬ 
fellow offered a resolution prepared by the committee, appointing 
a Committee of Ways and Means, which should take consideration 
of the best means to increase the membership of the Institute, and 
of its financial condition, and levying, instead of the regular 
assessment, a special tax for 1878 of $15 on every Fellow not a 
member of a chapter, and on other Fellows and Associates, not 
members of chapters, half that sum; remitting the direct dues of 
Associates belonging to chapters, and directing the committee to 
present to the convention an estimate for the expenses of the year, 
and to levy upon the chapters a tax in proportion to their member¬ 
ship, sufficient to make up the deficit not provided for by the 
special tax on members. 

Mr. Haight thought that the resolution took from the trustees 
functions which they were perfectly competent to fulfil, and which 
were imposed upon them b}’ the terms of the By-Laws, and in 
order to make the change proposed the By-Laws must be altered, 
which could only be done after twenty days’ notice. 

Mr. Longfellow replied that the committee had regarded the 
proposed measure as involving only a temporary suspension of the 
By-Laws, which might be ordered or implied by a given act, at 
the pleasure of any deliberative body, and so far as the trustees 
were concerned, there would be no objection to their performing 
the proposed duty, if desired. He wished to hear the treasurer’s 
opinion of the resolution. 

Mr. Hatfield said that for the first time in the fifteen years in 
which he had been treasurer, there was this year a deficit, no doubt 
owing to the action of the convention last year in reducing the 
income of the Institute about twenty-five per cent. The hope 
which had been expressed when the reduction was made, that new 
members would be attracted by the lowering of the dues, had proved 
fallacious. 

He was not prepared to suggest a plan of his own, and thought 
well in some respects of the proposition of the Finance Committee, 
but feared there might be difficult}^ in collecting the amounts pro¬ 
posed to be contributed by the chapters. 

As to the trustees, he thought it very proper that a Committee 





of Ways and Means should be appointed as proposed, and their 
recommendations could be carried into effect by the trustees, who 
were the executive instrument of the convention. 

The point that the proposed measure involved a change of the 
Bj^-Laws might, he thought, interfere with the collection of dues 
from members whose payments would be increased, as for instance 
in the case of those not attached to chapters, who could justly 
complain that they were not represented in the convention, and 
were entitled to the twenty days’ notice of the proposed change. 

Mr. Wight said that the action of the previous convention, in 
reducing the dues twenty-five per cent, was a hasty and unwise 
compromise between two opposing views, — those of certain mem¬ 
bers who thought the growth of the Institute would be promoted 
by reducing the assessments one half, and those of the treasurer 
and others who opposed any reduction. The reduction of twenty- 
five per cent was a very difierent thing from the radical change in 
the expense of membership which had been desired, and was 
unsatisfactory to all parties. He thought the proposition of the 
Finance Committee a good one, and would be glad to have it tried 
if it could be done, and could see no objection to putting the 
execution of the measure into the hands of the trustees. 

Mr. Hatfield read from his notes the statistics of membership 
since 1870. In 1870 there were 104 members; in 1871, 130; in 
1872, 129 ; in 1873, 160 ; 1874, 169 ; in 1875, 164; in 1876, 163 ; 
in 1877,152. 

Of Fellows there were in 1871, 72 ; in 1872, 67; in 1873, 78 ; 
in 1874, 77; in 1875, 77 ; in 1876, 76 ; in 1877, 72. 

Mr. Ware, in view of the difficulty about changing the By-Laws, 
proposed an amendment, — that the dues of members not belonging 
to chapters should remain as they now were ; and in order that the 
unanimous consent of the Institute might be obtained, he would 
propose another amendment, — that the plan should not go into 
operation until accepted by all the chapters. 

The committee accepted both these amendments. 

Mr. Hatfield moved an amendment to make the assessments 
on all Fellows who are members of chapters, $10. Adopted. 
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Mr. Haight thought the resolutioLU substituted an indefinite 
for a definite provision for meeting the expenses. 

Mr. Longfellow explained that the committee’s proposition pro¬ 
vided as definite a revenue as the old method, taxing members 
in some cases and chapters in others, but all with reference to 
a fixed sum to be raised. He thought there was no more danger 
of chapters failing to meet their obligations than individuals. 

Mr. Ware suggested that in case the chapters should reject the 
proposition, the convention might provide against the Institute 
being left with a deficit by authorizing the treasurer to lev}^ pro 
rata upon the chapters to meet any deficit which might appear 
during the year. In this way, if the committee’s scheme were 
defeated, the deficit would be provided for, and of course, if it 
should be adopted, there would be none. 

Mr. McArthur asked if the amount to be levied on the chapters 
was to be indefinite, so that the trustees might spend.what they 
saw fit, and assess the amount on the chapters. 

Mr. Hatfield and Mr. Stone explained that the proposed 
Committee of Ways and Means would report before the adjourn¬ 
ment of the convention their estimates for the ensuing year, so 
that it would be known just how much would have to be raised. 

The resolution of the committee as amended was then adopted. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18th, 1877. 
evening session. 

The convention met at eight o’clock, President Walter in the 
chair. Messrs. Longfellow, Stone, and Richardson were appointed 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Papers were read by Mr. Cady, Mr. Peabody, Mr. Cummings, 
and Mr. Haight. {See Appendix.) Mr. Ware read a paper sent 
by the Rev. J. H. Hopkins. 

Discussion of the papers was postponed, to give place to the 
Report of the Nominating Committee, presented by Mr. McArthur. 
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Messrs. S. E. Mason andE. J. Nickerson were appointed tellers, 
and Thomas U. Walter, of Philadelphia, was re-elected president, 
together with the other officers, except that Mr. C. F. McKim, of 
New York, was chosen secretary, in place of Mr. A. J. Bloor, who 
declined to be.a candidate for re-election, 

Mr. McArthur offered the following resolution, which was 
carried: — 

Resolved, That the thanks of the American Institute of Archi¬ 
tects be presented to the retiring secretary, A. J. Bloor, for the 
indefatigable and faithful performance of the duties of the office 
for a period of four years. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be suitably engrossed, and com¬ 
municated to Mr. Bloor. 

Mr. Longfellow declined the nomination as Secretary for 
Foreign Correspondence, on the ground that his numerous other 
duties would prevent him from doing justice to the office, and the 
Nominating Committee were instructed to present a substitute. 

Mr. Stone thought that there were many, now Associates, who 
ought to become Fellows ; then there would be no difficulty in fill¬ 
ing the offices. 

Mr. McArthur offered a resolution, which was adopted, that 
the secretary should, if possible, give notice to the members of the 
Board of Trustees, at least one month in advance of their meet¬ 
ing, of the important subjects which were to be discussed at the 
meeting. 

Mr. Ware called up the unfinished business, which was the con¬ 
sideration of the report of the trustees. 

Mr. Bloor read the following resolution, which he had, in 
consultation with several members, prepared in reference to a cer¬ 
tain point in the report: — 

Whereas, It is of the first importance to the advancement of 
good architecture in America, that the public administration of the 
building service of the country should be infused with the scientific 
and artistic elements which belong to the profession of architecture, 
and not left to the merely mechanical tendencies which at present 
prevail in it; and 

Whereas, A Committee on Examinations, such as exists in con¬ 
nection with the New York Chapter, and which has official relations 
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with the local building authorities, is obviously the most practical 
vehicle for reaching and influencing the governmental authorities ; 
therefore 

Resolved^ That the chapters of the Institute be recommended to 
organize Committees of Examination, to act with their local build¬ 
ing authorities, and spare no effort to get the building service 
throughout the country into the well-organized condition, not 
only as regards utility and safety, but as regards beauty and 
architectural harmony, which prevails in the principal cities of 
Europe, with results so satisfactory alike to the resident and the 
traveller. 

The resolution was referred to the Board of Trustees. 

Mr. Ware, on behalf of the Committee of Arrangements, 
invited discussion upon that portion of the president’s address 
in which he said that “ the interest of architects demands, and the 
interest of society demands still more, that a proper diploma, after 
suitable examination, should be obtained b}^ architects before 
they should be allowed to practise ” ; that “ a large proportion of 
those who assume the title of architect have never pursued any 
systematic course of architectural study, and are wholly unfit to 
take upon themselves the responsibilities of the profession.” 

Mr. Ware proposed that a resolution expressing these opinions 
should be passed by the convention. He thought it important to 
adopt some method by which incompetent persons, who thrust 
themselves into the profession, and ignorantly undertake its 
responsibilities, may be distinguished from architects who have 
been properly trained and educated for the practice of their art. 

Suggestions of the kind had been made in this country and in 
England, but there was a reluctance in the profession to initiate 
such action, and perhaps a feeling in the communit}^ opposed to 
constituting a class of privileged or “regular” practitioners, as 
distinguished from the “irregular” members of the profession. 
This feeling had been sometimes manifested in regard to the legal 
and medical professions, but he thought that a change had taken 
place in public feeling, and we now saw in the newspapers appeals 
for some means of protecting the community from the dangers to 
which it was exposed from incompetent architects. 
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Mr. Longfellow thought that such a resolution would by itself 
amount to nothing. If an independent movement should be made 
in the direction suggested, it would be highly desirable that the 
convention should express its mind as to the means of carrying it 
out. Within two days, two Boston papers had appealed to the 
convention to take up the matter, and he hoped that it might at 
least be opened to discussion. He proposed that the subject be 
referred to the Committee on Professional Practice, with instruc¬ 
tions to report to the next convention, or at this if they found it 
practicable. 

Mr. Ware thought that this would throw on the Committee on 
Professional Practice a great deal of labor and responsibility in 
solving a question which had baffled the skill of the profession, 
both in this country and in England. He hoped, therefore, that 
before the resolution passed, they might have the views of the 
gentlemen present, and especially of the president, whose sugges¬ 
tion had originated the discussion. 

The President thought that the subject needed much study, and 
he thought the trustees would have more opportunities of consul¬ 
tation than the committee. 

It was one of the most serious questions that had arisen in the 
profession, and with the idea that it came perhaps more within the 
scope of the Committee on Education than of Professional Practice, 
he proposed an amendment referring it to that committee. 

Mr. Wight opposed the amendment, on the ground that the 
Committee on Education was composed of members residing in 
distant parts of the country, who never came together, but trans¬ 
acted all their business by correspondence. 

Mr. McArthur thought that it was eminently proper to refer 
the resolution to a committee whose members were widely scat¬ 
tered, and could thus represent various sections of the country. 

The amendment to refer to the Committee on Education was 
carried, and the resolution was then adopted as follows : — 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this convention it is important 
to adopt some means by which persons who have never pursued 
any systematic course of architectural study, and are wholly unfit 
to take upon themselves the responsibilities of the profession, may 
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be distinguished from architects who have been properly trained, 
educated, and prepared for the practice of their art. 

Mr. Stone, for the Auditing Committee, reported that they had 
examined the treasurer’s report and found it correct. Their 
report was accepted. 

The Treasurer called the attention of the convention to the fact 
that any change in the method of collecting the dues would not 
take place for the first half-year, as the collections had already been 
made. The deficit shown, $250, was the result of only half a 
year’s business, the present system having been in operation only 
six months, and at the end of the year the deficit would be $500, or 
about twenty-five per cent of the receipts. 

The convention then adjourned. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19th, 1877. 

MORNING SESSION. 

President Walter in the chair. The president doubted the 
expediency of printing the proceedings of the annual convention 
in pamphlet form, thinking it was sufficient to publish them in the 
American Architect. 

Upon inquiry, it appeared that the circulation of the American 
Architect was much larger than that of the pamphlet edition of 
the proceedings, and it was voted that they be henceforth published 
in the Architect. 

It was voted to pass over the consideration of the Report of the 
Boston Chapter. The Report of the Rhode Island Chapter was 
read and referred to the Board of Trustees. Some members hav¬ 
ing expressed a desire to have the report printed in a permanent 
form, the matter was referred to the Board of Publications. 

Mr. R. S. Peabody read a paper on Colonial Architecture. {See 
Appendix.) 

Mr. Boring, of Chicago, read extracts from a paper on Terra- 
Cotta, in answer to one by Mr. Sturgis, and at his request was 
authorized to publish such extracts from papers as he might find 
on the records of the last convention, with his comments thereon. 
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The Committee on Ways and Means then reported the following 
estimate for the expenses of the Institute for the coming year: 


Secretary’s expenses .... 

$500 

Treasurer’s “ 

200 

Expenses of the convention 

150 

Committee on Publication 

250 

Beporting Proceedings .... 

100 

Editing Report . . . • 

100 

Incidental expenses ..... 

. 227 


The report was accepted. 

The Committee on Nominations reported that Mr. Longfellow, 
who was on Thursda}" elected Secretary for Foreign Correspond¬ 
ence, had withdrawn his declination, and would discharge the 
duties of that office. 

Mr. Ware called attention to the provision in the By-Laws that 
a member elect shall send to the Board of Trustees drawings and 
specifications of some of his work, saying that some persons 
objected to sending their drawings to be judged by others. He 
moved that the Board of Trustees be requested, in cases where it 
seemed desirable, to waive this requirement. 

Mr. Stone thought such a provision might be inconvenient. 
Perhaps the difficulty might be got over by delegating a single mem¬ 
ber of the board to receive and examine plans. To give up the 
custom entirely would, he thought, be a mistake. 

It was suggested that the president should be the one to examine 
drawings. One of the trustees said that they had found a general 
reluctance to comply with this regulation on the part of candidates. 

No definite plan was agreed upon, and the subject was dropped. 

On motion of Mr. Ware, the Board of Trustees was requested 
to consider and report to the next convention on the advisability of 
a change in the constitution, by which practising members of the 
chapters should be ipso facto members of the Institute, without 
another election of the Board of Trustees, the election by the trus¬ 
tees being required only in the case of candidates not members of 
any chapter. 

The following resolution was proposed and adopted : — 
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Ref^olved^ That the Board of Trustees be requested to confer 
with the proper authorities of the United States Government, with a 
view to inducing Congress to authorize the War Department to make 
practical tests of all so-called fire-proof materials and methods of 
construction, and make reports thereon. 

Mr Ware announced that the Boston Society of Civil Engineers 
had placed in his hands a communication on the Metric System. 
Referred to the Board of Trustees. 

It was voted to recommend to the trustees to arrange for the next 
meeting of the convention at Washington, D. C. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the Institute of Technology, for 
the use of their rooms and for other civilities ; to the Trustees of the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, for the invitation to visit their build¬ 
ing ; to the committee in charge of the Old South Church, for an 
invitation to inspect the Loan Collection ; and to the Boston Chap¬ 
ter, for its entertainment and courtesies. 

Mr. Ware invited the members to inspect the new mechani¬ 
cal work-shops connected with the Institute of Technology, and see 
for themselves what the Institute was doing for professional tech¬ 
nical education. 

Mr, E. C. Cabot, president of the Boston Chapter, then made the 
following address, after which the convention adjourned sine die: — 

I am glad of this opportunity of saying a few words to you and 
of expressing the feelings of cordial fellowship which the members 
of this chapter feel toward their professional brothers from other 
cities. We hope we may have succeeded in making your stay 
agreeable We all feel glad to receive you in Boston, to show j^ou 
what we are doing, and to ask your advice and S 3 "mpathy. In 
your walks about the city, you have had an opportunity of exam¬ 
ining some of the most important works which have engaged us. 
Less than twenty years ago, all this district of the city where we 
now are was water or mud flats, so that all the buildings are of 
recent date. A great calamity, which at the time seemed irrepara¬ 
ble, swept away most of the business portion of our city, yet to¬ 
day one can hardly point to any trace of that terrible experience, 
and the district which it laid waste is now covered with flner and 
I hope more durable structures. An examination of these sec- 
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tions of the city will show pretty well the present condition of 
architectural taste and ability amongst us, and will, I trust, be 
found creditable. 

Some of us who can look back nearly half a century remember, 
on this same burnt district, pleasant, old-fashioned streets, full of 
trees shading sumptuous mansions, surrounded by broad gardens, 
and miss the air of quiet gentility which old Boston presented 
before the business prosperity of the city required the destruction 
of these comfortable homes. Now, when that old colonial archi¬ 
tecture is receiving so much attention, we look in vain for those 
refined examples of wood and iron work, which we so well remem¬ 
ber in those old houses. 

Then followed a period when the master builder had lost his 
respect for precedent, and having things his own way, replaced 
this interesting work by blocks of granite stores, in long dismal 
rows, which seemed almost as if turned out by machinery. Their 
only merit, that of apparent substantialness, proved but a poor 
dependence. 

Thirty years ago, when I commenced practice in this city, there 
were but half a dozen architects, and several of these had been 
bred as engineers. There was but little sympathy between them, 
their designs were carefully guarded from each other, and their 
libraries kept locked. We had few books of reference, and photo¬ 
graphs were almost unknown. Twenty years later, a few members 
of the profession, which had in the mean time rapidly increased in 
numbers, proposed to form a society' of architects, and called a 
meeting of all persons who were practising in the city. About 
fifty assembled, some articles of association were drawn up, a 
portion of those present signed them, and formed the Boston So¬ 
ciety of Architects. This society, now a chapter of the Insti¬ 
tute, has held regular meetings since that time, at first fortnightly, 
and afterwards once a month. The meetings were at first well 
attended, and much interest was shown in the discussions. Then 
followed a period when but few came, but the efibrt of those few 
was earnest for the best interests of the profession, and as young 
men joined our ranks, the meetings have increased in interest, and 
it is not unusual to have twenty members present. 
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A topic for discussion is always announced previous to the meet¬ 
ing, sometimes a subject of practical or sesthetical interest, and some¬ 
times a building. The discussions are made as informal as possi¬ 
ble, architectural conversations, as it were. 

Of late, the chapter offers annual prizes for the best work in the 
architectural school of the Institute of Technology, and also to en¬ 
courage excellence of workmanship among the mechanics of the 
city. 

The result of all this has been to promote amongst us the most 
friendly professional relations. As artists we cannot live without 
S}'mpathy, and through the earnest love of our work, and this 
cordial intercourse, we must look for the elevation of our profes¬ 
sional practice. 








EEPOKTS. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 

To the American Institute of Architects: — 

Your Board of Trustees respectfully report that since the last 
convention they have held thirteen (13) meetings, three (3) of 
them being quarterly ones, as recommended at the last convention. 
The dates for the quarterly meetings were fixed early in the year 
for the first Thursday in March, June, September, and December, 
and notices are sent to all the trustees outside of New York City, 
in ample time for them to attend when convenient. 

The routine business of the administration has been nearly as 
exacting as usual. 

But so far as the department of general correspondence is con¬ 
cerned, most of it may be called missionary work. And, like 
most missionary work, the results have not made themselves 
immediately apparent. 

Only three Fellows have been elected by the trustees under the 
new regulations during the year, and notwithstanding the promises 
made at the last convention by representatives of several chapters 
as to doubling their local membership if the dues should be reduced, 
but two associates have been gained to the Institute, one through 
the Boston and one through the New York Chapter. 

Moreover, several resignations from professional membership 
have occurred. It is true that an application for a Fellowship has 
just been received, and the secretary is still in correspondence (to 
quote from the last report of your board) “with architects in 
several important centres of the Union, with a view to the forma¬ 
tion of chapters,” while during the current year this correspond¬ 
ence has been increased, letters looking toward affiliation of local 
interests with those of the Institute having been received from 
prominent members of the profession in two (2) Canadian cities 
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and in New Haven. Bnfc dela}^ is excused on the ground of “ the 
hard times,” and, in some instances, the rumor of a possible still 
further reduction of dues, and of the indulgent action of at least 
one of the chapters towards its junior members, in the abrogation 
of annual dues, seem to have somewhat demoralized the professional 
atmosphere for financial purposes. Your trustees take pleasure in 
reporting that the secretary has procured a reduction of the item 
of rental, which reduces the Institute’s obligations to the extent of 
$100 per annum. 

The preliminary expenses of publishing the proceedings have been 
less than usual, but the expense for printing has been nearly double 
that of last 3 "ear, and the printing of a new edition of the By-Laws, 
and of the contract form ordered at the last convention, has involved 
a special outlay, so that your board at a recent meeting, after hear¬ 
ing a statement from the treasurer, was constrained to call for an 
appropriation of $250 out of the $550 guarantee fund subscribed for 
at the last convention, to meet a probable deficit in the treasury 
from the reduction of dues. 

The contract form just mentioned was put through the press early 
in the year, and there has been a moderate demand for copies on 
the part of members. The Rhode Island Chapter have issued a form 
of their own. 

The last report of your board gave notice of a valuable gift 
offered to the Institute by the Austrian Society of Engineers and 
Architects, in Vienna, being a collection of nearly two hundred 
photographs, photo-lithographs, drawings, and serials, illustrative 
of the works of the members of that society, then on exhibition at 
the Centennial. Shortlj^ after the close of the exhibition these were 
received at the rooms of the Institute, where they have since been 
displayed on the walls and tables. 

A communication received from the Societe Centrale des Archi- 
tectes of France, calling for a delegate of this Institute to attend a 
General Congress of Architects in that country, was referred to. 
3 ^our Secretary for Foreign Correspondence. 

Your board, at its first meeting in March, referred to a special 
committee of one a number of answers received by the secretary, 
in answer to a request for information as to adjudicated cases. 

3 
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bearing on the emoluments of architects through the operation of 
a lien law or otherwise, with instructions to report to the board. 
A verbal report from that committee will presently be made. 

Early in the year a request was sent by your board to each chap¬ 
ter, asking it to appoint a member to prepare a paper on the build¬ 
ing materials of its section to be read at this convention. Nothing 
of the nature asked for has been received by the secretary, except 
some suggestions from the Rhode Island Chapter, which will pres¬ 
ently be laid before you. 

During the summer. Prof. E. D. Lindsey, of Princeton College, 
expressed by letter a desire to consult with the Institute, as to the 
degree which ought to be assigned, if any, to the graduates of his 
class in architecture. He was informed that the trustees would be 
glad to confer with him on the subject. He has not since been 
heard from, however. 

A communication was received some months since, from several 
members of the Chicago Chapter, requesting the trustees to in¬ 
vestigate the Rockford County Court House disaster. A corre¬ 
spondence ensued on the. subject, and the request was finally 
withdrawn. 

The following are among the latest acts of the board : — 

The passage, at a special meeting, called to consider questions 
connected with the proper treatment of the National Monument to 
Washington, of the following preamble and resolutions : — 

“ Whereas^ The exhaustive examinations of the Washington 
Monument at the national capital, which have been made by distin¬ 
guished engineers and scientists connected with the Corps of 
Engineers, United States of America, show beyond a doubt that 
the present monument is of such imperfect ' construction, and its 
foundation of so inadequate a character, as to render it unwise to 
continue the work under an}^ modifications whatever, therefore, — 

“ Besolved^ That the American Institute of Architects do respect¬ 
fully recommend to the Washington Monument Association the 
abandonment of the present monument and its site, and the build¬ 
ing of a permanent and graceful structure on some more suitable 
and trustworthy location in memory of the illustrious father of 
our countr}^ 
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“ Resolved^ That the aforesaid Washington Monument Associa¬ 
tion be recommended to invite architects throughout the country to 
submit competitive designs for the said monument under such 
regulations as to premiums as the said association may adopt, and 
that the decision as to the merits of the i^spective designs be 
referred to the Corps of Engineers, U. S. A.” 

The passage of the following resolution in relation to a public 
building in Pennsylvania : — 

“ Resolved^ That in the opinion of the Board of Trustees, the 
interests of the profession demand that an appeal be made to the 
self-respect of the members of the American Institute of Architects 
to abstain from participation in the competition for a proposed 
host^ital for the insane for the southeastern district of Penns^dvania 
as per advertisement in the American Architect and Budding Rews, 
of July 21 and 28 of the current yeav.” 

The resolutions in both cases, as given above, were forwarded 
to the different chapters for the information of their members with 
a view to a consideration at this convention of the questions pre¬ 
sented. The reports of several of the chapters, about to be read, 
show their views on the subject. ^ 

Your board, thinking it an obvious injustice to practising archi¬ 
tects, that parties who were elected domestic honoraiy members, 
simply as a compliment, should afterwards share in the emoluments 
of the profession, either as open or quasi practitioners, without 
being held to its interprofessional responsibilities, while at the 
same tirne they have the opportunity of making use of their stand¬ 
ing in the Institute to subserve their personal interests at the 
expense, it may be, of practitioners who recognize their inter¬ 
professional obligations, beg to refer to the convention, for its 
consideration, the propriety of striking from the roll of honorary 
members of the Institute the name of any resident of this country 
who derives any emolument, direct or otherwise, from the practice 
of architecture. 

In conclusion, your board would suggest that the chapters devote 
the coming winter to the serious consideration of practicable 
methods for the improvement of the Building Laws and Depart¬ 
ments of their localities. A time of leisure in practice could 
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liardly be better emploj^ed in the future interests, both of the 
public and the profession. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS U. WALTER, Fres. 

R. G. HATFIELD, Treas. 
CHARLES C. HAIGHT. 

A. J. BLOOR, Sec. 

HENRY DUDLEY. 

RICHARD M. UPJOHN. 

CARL PFEIFFER. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION. 

Your Committee on Publication, consisting, up to January 1st, of 
Messrs. Littell, Bloor, Holly, Pfeiffer, and Hunt, and since then, of 
Messrs. Littell, Bloor, Harney, Longfellow, and Hartwell, respect¬ 
fully report that the publications which have engaged their atten¬ 
tion have been the proceedings of the last or tenth (10th) annual 
convention, and a new addition of the By-Laws. 

The mass of the manuscript detailing the proceedings, including 
the stenographer’s revised minutes, and the various addresses, 
reports, and papers, were forwarded b}^ the secretary to Mr. Long¬ 
fellow (who had been appointed editor) on the 28th of Novem¬ 
ber, and the last of the remaining papers that passed through the 
secretary’s hands on Dec. 4. Estimates for printing were then 
obtained from several parties in New York, and from Jas. R. 
Osgood & Co., of Boston. The estimate from the Boston firm was 
very slightly higher than the New York estimates, but in view of 
the convenience to the editor of having the printer in immediate 
proximity to himself, the committee thought it advisable to award 
the contract to the Boston house. Owing, however, to various 
business exigencies, there was an even greater delay than usual in 
the issue of the proceedings, as they were not received from the 
printer till June 25, though the major part had been previously 
published in the American Architect and Building News. 

Your committee recommended at the last convention that the 
publication of an annual pamphlet by the Institute be discontinued, 
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and that the organization be content with such a presentation of 
its proceedings as can be secured in the pages of the American 
Architect and Bailding News. It is understood from the Board 
of Trustees that the necessity for economy is even more urgent 
now than then. The committee, therefore, renew their recommen¬ 
dation of last year ; but if the convention do not see fit to accede to 
it, your committee have this suggestion to offer, — that the present 
quarto form of the proceedings be changed to octavo, and that the 
editor have power to curtail, not only the minutes of the conven¬ 
tion, as furnished by the secretary, but also the reports, addresses, 
and other papers. In this way it will probably be found possible 
to reduce the expenses to one half or one third, while the reduced 
matter and portable form suggested might possibly be found more 
consistent with the habits of the American people than the tradi¬ 
tional but unwieldy shape of the pamphlet heretofore issued. 

A new edition of the By-Laws, with the latest amendments, was 
authorized by the Board of Trustees, only after urgent request, 
and it was printed in New York, at the minimum cost estimated for 
in another city. 

Eespectfully submitted, 

EMLEN T. LITTELL. 

A. J. BLOOR. 

W. P. P. LONGFELLOW. 


EEPOBT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

The desire which has been shown by some of the chapters of the 
Institute to secure the most economical administration of its finan¬ 
ces, and to reduce its assessments to the lowest reasonable point, 
led the convention of last year to appoint your committee to con¬ 
sider its financial condition, with power to propose such changes in 
the By-Laws of the Institute as should be necessary to provide for 
the establishment of a permanent Committee on Finance. Your 
committee beg leaA^e to report as follows : — 

The examination made by your committee a year ago, when 
acting as the Committee of Inspection and Advice, did not encour¬ 
age them to believe that any great reduction of annual expenditure 
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was practicable, except by reducing the cost of the annual con¬ 
vention, and this chiefly by relieving the Institute of the cost of 
the annual dinner. The experience of the past year has been in 
one way reassuring, and in another admonitory. The expenditure 
has been reduced by, in round numbers, $700 below that of the 
preceding year, which represented pretty exactly the average of the 
last five years. The receipts, on the other hand, fell off by over 
$800, owing to the reduction in the annual fees, in accordance with 
the change in the By-Laws made at the last convention. The 
increase of membership which it was claimed would follow the 
reduction of fees did not occur, and a considerable deficit must be 
met by the members wLo subscribed to a guarantee fund at that 
convention. The estimate of expenses, submitted with diffidence 
by your committee, proved too small, falling short by some $130 
of the actual amount, the difference being chiefly in the cost of 
reporting and printing the proceedings of the convention, due to 
their unusual length, and in the item of printed documents, which 
your committee, in their inexperience, failed to take into account. 

The actual expenditure was a little less than $1,900, but it does 
not seem safe to your committee to count ordinarily on its falling 
short of $2,000, unless the Institute is willing to risk the sacrifice 
of important things which they may have to do. The present rate 
of assessment has brought in an income of onl}^ $1,600, and the 
membership has diminished during the year. It cannot be expected 
that either the dignity of the Institute or the liberality of a small 
number of its members will bear the strain of an annual deficit 
and an annual guarantee subscription under these circumstances. 
Some change in its financial policy seems indispensable. In view 
of the i>ressure that there has been for an economical management, 
and the desire of the chapters to inquire into the management of 
the funds of the Institute, it would seem that a system of more 
direct accountabilit}" would be desired, both by the trustees who 
have to bear the responsibility of disbursements, and by the 
members who furnish the monej^ The two ordinary S 3 ’stems of 
suj^pl}" and expenditure are, first, that which gives the disbursers 
the control of a definite revenue for general uses, requiring when 
it is spent an account of their use of it; and second, that which 
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appoints the objects for which money is to be spent, and assigns 
for each a specified sum and provides its revenue accordingl}^ The 
first is the simple method, and has alwa 3 'S been the habit of the 
Institute; the second is usual for bodies which wish to exercise 
careful economy and to scrutinize their expenditures. 

The experiment of an estimate of expenses has been tried this 
year, though without the corresponding appropriations and at a 
disadvantage, since the committee, without experience, was called 
upon to furnish an estimate to the convention on the spur of the 
moment. In this case, the difference between the estimate and the 
actual expenditure is less than the deficit which the subscribers to 
the guarantee fund are called upon to make up ; it is likely that the 
experience of a permanent committee would enable it to make 
estimates safe for absolute appropriations. A certain elasticity 
would be given in an association which does not desire the rigid 
accountability by making, in a detailed estimate, a general appro¬ 
priation which the trustees would adjust to the variations in the 
specific expenses, according to their judgment and hy a contingent 
fund. 

Questions arise as to the raising of the revenue. It seems to 
your committee that a change in this respect is necessary, unless 
the convention is prepared to la}’- a heavy hand upon the expendi¬ 
tures of its officers : a varying assessment levied on individuals is 
in any case irksome and undesirable. That the Institute should 
increase this year the direct assessment which last year it dimin¬ 
ished by its alteration of the By-Laws, your committee do not 
venture to propose ; a tax upon the chapters, such as was suggested 
last year, is open to the objection that it bears equally on Fellows 
and Associates, who are equal in the chapters but unequal in the 
Institute; there is, moreover, a certain anomal}^ in the existing 
practice by which the Institute levies an assessment directly on 
Associates who have no vote in the convention. In view of all 
these considerations, the remedies which suggest themselves to 
your committee are that a detailed estimate of expenses for the 
ensuing year be submitted to each annual convention by a perma¬ 
nent committee ; that the Institute shall levy no direct assessment 
upon Associates; that the present assessment of |15 per year be 
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levied on Fellows who are not members of any chapters, and half 
that amount on Fellows who are members, remitting (?) the other 
half in consideration of the tax to be laid upon the chapters, and 
that the remainder of each j^ear’s budget be raised by a tax on the 
chapters in ratio of their membership. This would leave the 
chapters free to ' regulate their assessments and expenditures as 
they saw fit, subject only to the obligation to meet the tax levied 
bj^ the convention. It would relieve Associates from any direct 
obligations to a body in which they have no vote; it would leave 
the Institute a fixed and independent portion of its revenue drawn 
directly from its voting members; and it would substantially 
equalize the burden between attached members and members at 
large, except so far as concerned the independent expenses of the 
chapters. It would have the incidental advantage of relieving the 
treasurer from a great deal of irksome and expensive labor in 
correspondence with distant Associates, and collecting assessments 
from them. Finalty, it would give the chapters, whose.action in 
the general bodj^ is through the convention, the opportunity, from 
year to year, to adapt their expenditures to the varying needs of 
the Institute or to its changes'of membership or to the pressure of 
the times, without the necessity of constantly working upon its 
B 3 -Laws, frequent changes in which are greatly to be deprecated. 
To carry out this polic^q your committee suggests the appointment 
of a standing committee, which for efficient working might consist 
of not more than three members. Of those the treasurer should be 
one, being the officer most intimately acquainted with the accounts 
of the Institute, and a representative of the Board of Trustees, 
which controlling the expenditure, should have a voice in the 
committee. The duties of the committee should include the prepa¬ 
ration of the annual estimates, an annual report to the convention 
on the financial condition of the Institute, with such suggestions 
for its policy as the^^ should think best, and a general oversight of 
its revenues and expenditure. It is evident, however, that the 
real financial prosperity of the Institute, like its prosperity in all 
other I’espects, is to be looked for in an increased interest in it on 
the part of the profession. This means increase of membership. 
,A.t present it i§ npbody’^ special dutj^ to devise measures for this 
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increase. Being a common duty, it is commonly neglected. Of 
its importance there is no question. The expected increase was 
the chief reason urged in the last convention for the reduction of 
fees that was then made. We recommend, therefore, that the com¬ 
mittee which supervises the finances of the Institute he charged 
also with the special duty of devising means for furthering its influ¬ 
ence and activity, and for increasing the number of its members; 
that it should be and should be called the Committee of Ways and 
Means of the Institute. 

Since, however, the action herein proposed involves consider¬ 
able changes in the working of the Institute, and being new, must 
be regarded as experimental, in order to avoid a hasty change of 
the Bj^-Laws, which it might possibly be found desirable to reverse 
before long, it is recommended that it be first tried under a tem¬ 
porary arrangement, in accordance with an appropriate resolution. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN McArthur, Jr. 

ALFRED STONE. 

W. P. P. LONGFELLOW, Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN COR¬ 
RESPONDENCE. 

To the American Institute of Architects: — 

Your Secretary for Foreign Correspondence has the honor to 
report that the archives and papers of the office came into his pos¬ 
session on the 17th of July last. No letters had been received 
before that date, except one from the Secretary of the Institute, 
enclosing a circular invitation to this Institute to attend the Gen¬ 
eral Congress of the architects of France, or send delegates. No 
letters have been received since. On account of the late day at 
which the archives were received, your secretary was unable to in¬ 
form himself as to the status of the foreign correspondence of the 
Institute in time to initiate an interchange of courtesies with the 
foreign bodies with which we had been affiliated for some time, as the 
records show. Such a course would have been necessar 3 ', for the 
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non-receipt of any communications from abroad indicated that it 
devolved upon us to renew a correspondence which had unfor¬ 
tunately lapsed. 

This state of affairs is deepl}^ to be regretted. It can only be 
cured by placing a gentleman in this office whose occupations are 
such as to enable him to continue the work consecutively from year 
to year, as was the case with the late Mr. Sims. The first 
lapse in the correspondence seems to have occurred at the time of 
the serious illness, which ended only with his death. My predeces¬ 
sor was unable to carry on the correspondence successfully, for the 
same reasons that I have given above. 

It is needless for me to reiterate the importance to the Institute 
of having this office conducted with promptness and efficiency. I 
trust that my successor will be enabled to perform his duties with 
satisfaction to himself and the Institute. 

Respectfully submitted, 

P. B. WIGHT, 

Secretary of Foreign Correspondence. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


li. G. Hatfield, Treasurer^ in account with the American Institute op 
Architects. 


1876. 
Oct. 1. 
Nov. 23. 

Nov. 27. 

1877. 
Aug. 1. 


Dr. 


Balance from last report .... $15455 

Cash from New York Chapter for rent due 

Nov. 1 . 87 50 

Cash from com. inspection and advice, 
over-payment. 11 


Cash from New York Chapter for rent due 
Feb. 1, May 1 ..... 

Cash during year from sales of publica¬ 
tions . 

Cash during year for initiation 

fees.$30 00 

Cash during year for contribu¬ 
tions due February, 1875 - . 10 00 

Cash during year for contribu¬ 
tions, October, 1875 . . 10 00 

Cash during year for contribu¬ 
tions, February, 1876 . . 125 00 

Cash during year for contribu¬ 
tions, October, 1876 . . 890 00 

Cash during year for contribu¬ 
tions, February, 1877 . . 525 00 

Cash during year for contribu¬ 
tions, October, 1877 . . 7 50 

Total initiation fees and contri¬ 
butions .. 


175 00 
7 30 


$1,597 50 


$2,021 96 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 

E. G. Hatfield, Treasurer, in account icith the American Institute op 
Architects. 


$314 57 

81 31 
70 59 


1877. 
Sept. 29. 


Cr. 

Cash paid Secretary’s clerical 

services . 

Cash paid Secretary’s printing 
and stationery 

Cash paid Secretary’s postage 
Cash paid Secretary’s express 
telegrams, and sundries. 

Total Secretary’s expenses 
Cash paid Treasurer’s clerica 
services .... 

Cash paid Treasurer’s printing 
and stationery 

Cash paid Treasurer’s postage 
Total Treasurer’s expenses 
Cash paid convention clerical 
services .... 

Cash paid convention printing 
and stationery 
Cash paid convention travel 
Total convention expenses 
Cash paid reporting proceedings 
“ printing By-Laws 

“ “ agreements 

Total expenses of Committee 
on Publications 
Cash paid furniture repairs 
“ rent . 

“ janitor, fuel, gas, and 

sundries .... 

Total room expenses . 

Cash paid expenses Poreign Secretary 

“ “ Committee Inspection 

and Advice .. 

Cash paid expenses Committee Austrian 
Photographs, etc. 

Balance to next report .... 


16 

40 

o 

33 

14 

16 

7 

92 

$84 

87 

21 

38 

20 

40 

$95 

00 

35 

00 

35 

60 

$2 

30 

650 

00 

130 

22 


$482 87 


214 41 


126 65 


165 50 


782 52 
38 00 


19 75 


25 90 


166 36 


$2,021 96 
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REPORT OF THE BALTIMORE CHAPTER. 


A. J. Bloor, Esq., 

Secretary American Institute of Architects :— 

Dear Sir, — I have the honor to submit the following annual 
report of the Baltimore Chapter. 

During the past 3 "ear but seven meetings were held at which 
business was transacted, at other times there being no quorum. 
There appears to be a lack of interest in the meetings, but an effort 
is now being made to correct this apparent apath}", b}' appointing a 
committee to select subjects for discussion, and arrange a pro¬ 
gramme for the ensuing 3 rear. 

A building law, which had been prepared by a committee of 
the chapter and presented to the cit}’ council, appears to have been 
received with a cold shoulder, caused, we presume, by the opposi¬ 
tion of builders, and the want of interest in the members of the 
council, who need some one to urge the matter before them. 

We regret to report the resignation of one of our most active 
members, and fear that some others may have to be dropped, from 
failure to pay their dues of the past year. 

We have, however, elected one new member the present year, 
viz., Mr. Harrj' A. Roby, 49 Lexington Street. 

I am very respectful^, 

E. E. BALDWIN, Secretary, 


BALTIMORE CHAPTER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS. 


Office of Secretary and Treasurer, 


Baltimore, Oct. 11, 1877. 


Mr. a. J. Bloor, Secretary, 

' 128 Broadway, New York. 


Dear Sir, — Following is the list of our members : — 
Architects. 


Thos. Dixon. 

E. G. Lind. 

John Murdock. 
John R. Niernsee. 
E. F. Baldwin. 
Henry Brauns. 
CiiAS. L. Carson. 
C. E. Cassell. 


Jackson C. Gott. 

B. B. Owens. 

George Archer. 

J. E. Sperry. 

J. B. Noel Wyatt. 

J. Appleton Wilson. 
Harry A. Roby. 
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Engineers. 

Chas. H. Latrobe. 

Chas. P. Manning. 

E. K. Martin. 

E. L. Poor. 

Jos. L. Eandolph. 

Eudolph Sangmeister. 


Fred. H. Smith. 
Simon J. Martinet. 
Geo. L. Smith. 

F. H. Hambleton. 
H. A. Eamsay. . 


Mr. George A. Frederick, I regret to say, has resigned his mem¬ 
bership of the chapter simply on account of some personal feeling. 
When his September dues are paid, his resignation will be accepted. 
Very respectfully, 

E. F, BALDWIN, Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE BOSTON CHAPTER. 

Boston, Oct. 16, 1877. 

To the Secretary of the American Institute of Architects : — 

Dear Sir ,—The undersigned has the honor to submit his 
annual report as secretary of the Boston Chapter. 

The regular monthly meetings have been held on the evening 
of the first Friday in each month, and with the usual average of 
attendance, only one meeting having failed of a quorum. 

Early in the year the subject of the abatement or remission of 
the assessments of the associate members of our society was con¬ 
sidered at the suggestion of the secretary of the Institute, and the 
Bj-Laws were amended so as to abolish all annual dues from such 
members, retaining only the entrance fee. At the same time a 
new By-Law was added providing that Associates should be known 
as junior members, in accordance with the usage in other chapters. 

The custom which originated during the previous year of select¬ 
ing certain prominent buildings newlj^ erected for discussion and 
criticism at the meetings has been continued at three of the meet¬ 
ings of the past 3 ’ear, the subjects considered being the Tabernacle 
built for the Moody and Sankey services, the new Trinity Church, 
and the addition to the library of Harvard University. 

In December, the society ofiei-ed a prize of $50 for the best 
piece of modelling in wood or plaster, in the form of a frieze, to be 
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sent in at the February meeting. This competition was open to 
any workman in the New England States. In response to the 
invitation, fifteen friezes were submitted of various degrees of 
merit, but a large proportion were of noticeable excellence of 
design. The prize was awarded to Mr. John Evans, of Boston. 
The friezes were all set up at the Museum of Fine Arts, where they 
remained on exhibition through the winter and spring. 

The society considered its success in the experiments so encour¬ 
aging that another prize was offered, of the same amount, for the 
best piece of wrought-iron work, in the form of a strap hinge, 
but to this invitation the response was as feeble as in the other 
case it had been generous. * But two competitors responded, and 
in both cases their work, although indicating a certain degree of 
mechanical skill in manipulation, exhibited a want of knowledge 
of the principles of design and a misdirection of effort. 

The prizes annually given by this chapter to the architectural 
students of the Massachusetts Institute of Technologj’', consisting 
of books of the value of $50 to each, were this year awarded both for 
the current and the previous year. For the current year, the prizes 
were given to Mr. Daniel A. Willard, a graduate of the Institute 
in the year 1873, in the department of Mechanical Engineering, 
and now returned to the school as a special student in architecture, 
and to Mr. William E. Chamberlain, a student of the graduating 
class. 

The prizes for the year 1876 were awarded to Mr. Robert H. 
Andrews, of Hartford, Connecticut, and to Mr. Frank H. Bacon, 
of Biddeford, Maine, both special students in the department of 
Architecture. 

The request of the Board of Trustees to consider its resolutions 
concerning the Washington Monument was received too late for 
action by the chapter. Its executive committee, however, through 
the secretary, has submitted to the Institute a report on the subject, 
to which we ask your attention. 

One Fellow has been elected during the year and five juniors. 
One Fellow has resigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY VAN BRUNT, Secretary. 
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REPORT OF CHICAGO CHAPTER. 


To the American Institute of Architects: — 


The Chicago Chapter herewith respectfully presents its annual 
report. 

The meetings have been continued during the year, and gener¬ 
ally attended with much interest. Topics of interest have been 
discussed, and a paper read by Mr. Willett, on Perspective. 

Interest in the chapter is increasing, and we hope by another 
year to add to our number and influence. 

At a special meeting held June 26, 1877, Henry L. Gay with¬ 
drew from the ofllce of secretar}^, and S. A. Treat was elected to 
fill the vacancy. 

No new members were elected during the year. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: — 


Augustus Bauer 
L. D. Cleveland 
Jas. E. Willett . 
Samuel A. Treat 


President. 
Vice-President. 
Treasurer. 
Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE CINCINNATI CHAPTER. 


The present officers of the chapter are : — 

Jas. W. McLaughlin .... 

Chas. Crapsey. 

Henry Bevis. 


President. 

Secretary. 

Treasurer. 


MEMBEES OF CHAPTER 


Anderson, A. 

Bevis, Henry 
Crapsey, Chas. . 
McLaughlin, Jas. W. 
Nash, Albert C. . 
Pickett, Louis . 
Eapp, Geo. W. 
Eogbrs, S. W. 
Wilson, Jas. K. . 


160 W. Fourth Street. 

163 Central Avenue. 
Johnston Building. 

Johnston Building. 

Carlisle Building. 

Cutter Street. 

S. E. cor. Fifth and Walnut. 
Pike's Building. 

Johnston Building, 







49 


I am sorry to report that during the past year less interest has 
been taken in the chapter than during any period of its existence. 
Few meetings have been held, and these but slightly attended. 

We hope that some means will be devised by which other archi¬ 
tects may be induced to become members of the American Institute 
of Architects. Were this the case, we think more interest would 
be taken, and new enthusiasm awakened in the chapter and archi¬ 
tectural matters. 

To gain this end we would recommend that the Institute dues be 
reduced to $10, as it seems that the excessive dues is the stumbling- 
block in the way of those who would join the Institute. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHAS. CRAPSEY, 

Secretary Cincinnati Chapt r American Institute of Architects. 


REPORT OF THE NEW YORK CHAPTER. 

To the American Institute of Architects: — 

The New York Chapter respectfully reports that it has been 
called together for its usual business and social meetings through¬ 
out the session of 1876-7. It has failed of the necessary quorum 
for regular business meetings twice, while another meeting of the 
same kind was purposely omitted, as the time for it happened to 
fall on the day of the national Presidential election. Special calls, 
however, which were responded to, have increased the actual busi¬ 
ness meetings to thirteen. 

The activit}^ of the chapter has been mainlj^ expended on two 
objects, one of only internal interest, the other having important 
relations with the public. 

The former consists of a change in the B 3 ^-Laws, accomplished 
b^’ somewhat irregular methods, which have been concurred in 
through complaisance to a small minorit}^, who desire to try a 
change in the distribution and methods of labor for the current 
administration of the body. 

The latter has related to the subject which is beginning to be 
recognized as perhaps the most important that is likely to demand 
4 
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the attention of the chapters in their relations to the public for 
some time to come, viz., the improvement of the building laws and 
administration prevailing in the various centres of the Institute. 

What has so far been accomplished in this direction by the New 
York Chapter has been mainly through the labors of the Exami¬ 
nation Committee. The public had been shocked by the terrible 
loss of life, through the conflagration arising from defective con¬ 
struction and appointments at the Brooklyn Theatre, and the 
chapter at once improved the opportunity. At a special meeting 
on the first of February, Mr. Hunt presented and read two reports 
from the Committee on Examinations, one being in the shape of a 
draught for “An act to provide for the stability of construction 
and security against conflagration, panic, or other accident in 
theatres hereafter to be erected in the city of New York ” ; and 
the other comprising certain recommendations with reference to 
existing theatres in the same city. Mr. Hunt stated that he had 
prepared the documents chiefly with the assistance of Mr. Dudley, 
after frequent meetings with the full Committee on Examinations, 
and after consultation with representatives of the Board of Fire 
Underwriters and the Police Commissioners. The reports were 
adopted after the introduction of several amendments, and the 
chapter requested the Committee on Examinations to take such 
steps as they might deem expedient, in order, if possible, to secure 
its passage as a law during the session of the State Legislature, 
then sitting. A copy of the report relating to the safety of exist¬ 
ing theatres was transmitted to the building department of the city. 
At the next meeting the chair gave information that both docu¬ 
ments had been officially indorsed by the Board of Fire Under¬ 
writers and had been forwarded to the State Legislature. At the 
same meeting, to parry, if possible, the attempt of a political 
clique to employ the machinery of the building department of the 
city for its own purposes, regardless of the public interests, the 
chapter empowered the president and the seen tary to prepare and 
sign a protest in the name of the chapter against the transfer of 
the building departnient to the fire department, and to transmit the 
same to the State Legislatqre, This was done in the following 
terms: — 
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“February 10, 1877. 

“ To the Honorable, the Legislature of the State of New York: — 

‘‘The New York Chapter of the American Institute of Archi¬ 
tects are informed that a bill is before jonr honorable bod 3 " for the 
suppression of the building department of this citj" and the trans¬ 
fer of its functions to the fire department. 

“This body believes, from their technical acquaintance with the 
business pertaining to the building department, that the attempt 
to merge its functions into those of a department the duties of 
which are dissimilar, can onlj^ tend to the detriment of the public 
service. This chapter therefore petitions that the building depart¬ 
ment may be left in statu quo, and 3 ’our petitioners will ever pray. 

“R. M. Hunt, 

President New York Chapter, A. I. A. 

A. J. Bloor, 

Secretary New York Chapter, A. L AP 

As a means of enforcing this protest, the Committee on Exam¬ 
inations acted in conjunction with a joint committee of the 
Mechanics and Traders’ Exchange; and through one of its mem¬ 
bers, the secretarj’^ argued the question in favor of preserving the 
building department intact, before the Senate and Assembly" com¬ 
mittees, to whom the protest of the chapter had been referred. 
Afterwards, at the earnest request of the building department, the 
secretary repeated his visit to Albany several times, in order to 
strengthen these efforts, and in his interviews and correspondence 
with the governor and other legislators, he lost no opportunitj^ do 
impress upon them that what a communit}" needs in its building 
service are dwellings and places of resort, — not to give work to fire¬ 
men, but to dispense with their services ; and that a very impor¬ 
tant part of public administration is to infuse into that branch of 
it which supervises building operations such artistic and scientific 
elements as may leaven its mainly mechanical tendencies, and thus 
tend to the development of such a building service, subservient to 
the beaut}^ and fitness as well as the utility of the building art, as 
prevails in most of the European centres, especially on the Conti¬ 
nent, with results so satisfactory alike to the resident, the traveller, 
and the statistician of fire records. 
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The headway made in the Legislature with the proposed bill for 
the improved construction of theatres has not been as rapid as 
desirable, but the absurdity of making the building department of 
a great city a subordinate bureau of its fire department has so far 
been averted, the enactments proposed for it having been defeated. 

While the Committee on Examinations were at work, Mr. Derby, 
a Fellow of the Institute, read two papers before the chapter pre¬ 
pared by himself for the use of the committee, viz. : “ The Statis¬ 
tical Consideration of Fires in Theatres,” and The Building Laws 
of Vienna and Paris, especially relating to Fires, and particularly 
to Fires in Theatres.” 

No other papers have been read before the chapter during the 
session, though one on Household Art has been promised by 
Mr. Holly. Mr. R. G. Hatfield was invited last spring to furnish 
a paper for this convention of the Institute, on the building mate¬ 
rials of the region surrounding the city of New York, but has not 
found opportunity to do so. 

At the first meeting after the entrance of the American Archi¬ 
tect and Building News on its second year, the chapter addressed 
a letter to the publishers, Messrs. J. R. Osgood & Co., commend¬ 
atory of the conduct of that journal, and recommending certain 
experiments with a view to its establishment on a secure commer¬ 
cial basis. The letter was indorsed by several of the associate 
chapters, and was published for some time in the American 
Architect with the signatures of most of the prominent architects 
in the country. The chapter requested the president of the Me¬ 
chanics and Traders’ Exchange to interest his organization in 
forwarding the objects expressed in the terms of the letter as to 
the use of the advertising columns of the journal by the makers of 
building appliances. 

On the evening of Washington’s birthday the chapter held an 
exhibition of the works of its members and of architectural draughts¬ 
men in the vicinity of New York. Junior members of all the chap¬ 
ters of the Institute were also offered diplomas for competitive 
designs. The president, Mr. Hunt, kindly gave up all the rooms 
in his extensive studio for the occasion. A large attendance of 
members and invited guests was present. Mr. Jno. Taylor 
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Johnston, president of the Metropolitan Art Museum, was called 
to the chair, and introduced Prof. Weir, of Yale College, who 
delivered an address on the “ Eelations and Points of Contact 
between the Arts.” 

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Osgood then made some remarks on the 
present good outlook in the American community for art in gen¬ 
eral, and on the necessity of architects employing missionary meas¬ 
ures for educating the public to an appreciation of their special 
art. 

Mr. Hunt also exhibited some fine specimens of mediaeval tapes¬ 
try and bric-a-brac, and a collation was provided by him. 

A list of the officers and standing committees, elected on Oct. 
2, 1877, for the year 1877-8, and of the present membership, is 
hereto appended. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. J. BLOOR, 

Secretary. 

New York, 16 October, 1877. 


OFFICERS OF THE NEW YORK CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS, 1877-8. 


R. G. Hatfield. 

Emlen T. Littell and George B. Post 

Henry Fernbach. 

A. J. Bloor. 


President. 

Vice- Presidents. 
Treasurer. 
Secretary. 


STANDING committees. 

Executive Committee. 

R. G. Hatfield, Chairman. 

Henry Fernbach, A. J. Bloor, 

N. Le Brun, Carl Pfeiffer, 

R. M. Upjohn. 

Committee on Admissions. 

R. H. Robertson, h. J. Hardenbergh, 

R. M. Hunt, r. g. Hatfield, 

E. T. Littell, J\s. Renwick, 


A. J. Bloor. 
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Committee on Library and Publications. 

E. M. Hunt, C. C. Haight, 

A. J. Bloor, Geo. F. Harney, 

E. G. Hatfield. 

Committee on Education. 

Wm. a. Potter, E. M. Hunt, 

Carl Pfeiffer, C. P. McKim, 

E. G. Hatfield. 

Committee on Examinations. 

Henry Dudley, E. M. Upjohn, 

N. Lk Brun, E. M. Hunt, 

E. G. Hatfield. 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


Honorary Member in Perpetuity, Jiamng contributed §500 to the Library Fund. 


H. G. Marquand . . . . New York. 


Honorary Members for Life, having contributed §100 to the Library Fund. 


*Wm. T. Blodgett . 
♦I. G. Pearson . 

Wm. E. Dodge, Jr. . 

H. C. Crane . 

E. C. Moore 
Henry Chauncey . 
Samuel G. Ward 
John Jacob Astor . 

E. L. Kennedy. 
George Cabot Ward 
Ernest Tuckerman . 
Benj. H. Field 
A. A. Low 
N. M. Beckwith 
♦Wm. H. Aspinwall . 
Alex. Van Eensselaer 
Jas. L. Wise 
D. M. Barney . 
Ashbel H. Barney . 
Chas. H. Whitaker 
♦Eussell Sturgis 
Eussell Sturgis 
John H. Sturgis 
L. Marootte 


New York. 
Yonkers. 

New York. 


Paris. 

New York. 
Brooklyn. 
New York. 

New York. 

it 

ti 


London. 
Boston. 
New York. 


* Deceased. 
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Saml. B. H. Vance .... JVew York. 

C. T. Cook. “ 

J. W. PiNCHOT. “ 

Edgar M. Smith .... “ 

Geo. Pancoast. “ 


PRACTISING MEMBERS. 


Babcock, J. C. . 




196 Broadway, New York City. 

Bloor, a. j. 




128 Broadway, “ “ 

Cady, J. C. 




111 Broadway, “ “ 

Clinton, C. W. . 




56 Wall Street, 

CONGDON, H. M. 




111 Broadway, “ “ 

Dudley, Henry. 




19 Wall Street, “ 

Fernbach, Henry 




348 Broadway, “ “ 

Gambrill, Chas. D. . 




57 Broadway, “ “ 

Haight, C. C. . 




111 Broadway, “ “ 

Hardenbergh, H. j. . 




111 Broadway, “ “ 

Harney, Geo. E. 




149 Broadway, “ “ 

Hatfield, 0. P. . 




31 Pine Street, “ “ 

Hatfield, R. G. . 




31 Pine Street, “ “ 

Hathorne, Geo.. 




21 Courtlandt St. “ “ 

Holly, H. Hudson . 




21 Courtlandt St. “ “ 

Hunt, R. M. 




28 East 21st Street, “ “ 

Kendall, E. H. . 




71 Broadway, “ “ 

Lederle, Jos. 




196 Broadway, “ “ 

Le Brun, N. 




24 Park Place, “ “ 

Littell, Emlen T. 




111 Broadway, “ “ 

McKim, C. F. . 




57 Broadway, “ “ 

Pfeiffer, Carl . 




113 Broadway, “ “ 

Post, Geo. B. 




120 Broadway, “ “ 

Potter, E. T. . 




Newport, B. I. 

Potter Wm. A. . 




54 William St., New York City. 

Renwick, James. 




4 Broad Street, “ “ 

Richardson, H. H. 




57 Broadway, “ “ 

Robertson, R. H. 




54 William Street, “ “ 

Sands, Joseph . 




4 Broad Street, “ “ 

Upjohn, R. M. . 




111 Broadway, “ “ 

Van Brunt, A. . 




Englewood, N. J . 


JUNIOR 

members. 

Brown, B. H. . 




Office of Wheeler Smith, 1 Union 
Square, N. Y. City. 

Buckley, Rich’d W. . 




18 West 54th Street, N. Y. C. 

Bush, Howard S. 




Office of B. H. Bobertson, 54 
William Street, N. Y. C. 

Cogswell, C. F. . 




131 Lafayette Are., Brooklyn. 

Fiston, F. a. 




29 East 17th Street, N. Y. C. 
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Ficken, H. E. 

Fkiend, John 
Gil VARY, P. H. . 

Gray, Wm. B. 

Jennings, A. B. . 
Kemp, Edward M. 
Knapp, Horace G. 
Mead, Theo. 

Merritt, W. J. . 

Norton, Frank H. 

Polhemus, K. W. 

Eobinson, L. W. 

Seaver, a. H. 
Smythe, Douglas 
Whitley, J. E . 
Wheeler, D. B. . 
Williamson, D. D. 


Office of B. H. Bohertson, 54 
William Street. 

215 East 44th Street, N. Y. G. 

Office of H. J. Hardenbergh, 111 
Broadway. 

Office: of Supervising Architect, 
Treas. Dept., Washington, D. G. 

71 Broadway, New York Gity. 

Toledo, Ohio. 

Nyack,NY. 

Office of B. H. Bobertson, 54 
William Street, N. Y. G. 

Office of B. a. Hatfield, 31 Pine 
St., New York Gity. 

Office of B. H. Bobertson, 5^ 
William St, N. Y. G. 

Office of Wm. T. Hallett, 111 
Broadway, N. Y. G. 

Office of Supervising Architect, 
Treas. Dept., Washington, D. G. 

Ill Broadway, New York Gity. 

786 Broad Street, Newark, N. J. 

New Brunswick, N. J. 


EEPOET OF THE PHILADELPHIA CHAPTEE. 

A. J. Bloor, Esq., 

Secretary of American Institute of Architects: — 

-In compliance with the Bj^-Laws of the Institute, it be¬ 
comes mj duty to submit to you an annual record of the doings of 
the chapter during the past year. I therefore proceed to the dis¬ 
charge of the obligation thus resting upon me. 

As to the required submission of a memorandum of the pro¬ 
ceedings of each meeting, as provided for by the fourth section of 
the Xlth BjT^-Law, I have only to say, that as far as it regards the 
promotion of fraternal intercourse amt>ng the members, and an 
enjoyable interchange of views relating to architecture and the 
cognate arts, our meetings have been a success. No papers have 
been read during the past year that possess any interest beyond the 
limits of our own chapter. 








57 


We have met regularly, except during the “heated term,” and 
our meetings, have been pleasant and profitable. 

We have received from the Board of Trustees a copy of a series 
of resolutions relating to the Washington Monument, at Washing¬ 
ton, D. C., asking an expression of opinion on the subject from 
this chapter. The time allotted for the rendition of a report to the 
trustees having been too short to admit of convening the chapter, 
and responding to the request, we now and here submit our views 
on the subject directly to the Institute, as follows : — 

The Philadelphia Chapter of the American Institute of Archi¬ 
tects respectfully recommends the rejection of the second resolution 
relating to the Washington Monument, as adopted by the trustees 
of the Institute, and referred to the respective chapters for their 
concurrence, and the substitution of the following amendment: — 
Besolved, That the aforesaid Washington Monument Association 
be recommended to invite architects throughout the country to sub¬ 
mit designs for the said monument without pay or emolument, as a 
patriotic contribution to the ennobling sentiment of liberty, patri¬ 
otism, and national gratitude. 

Besolved, That the designs referred to be required to be fur¬ 
nished on or before a given date, after which they shall be sub¬ 
mitted to a Board of Experts, consisting of three Fellows of the 
American Institute of Architects (who shall not have submitted 
plans for the said monument), three members of the corps of 
Engineers of the United States of America, and three sculptors of 
eminence and experience in their profession, the Board of Experts 
so constituted to decide, by a majority vote, as to the best and 
most desirable design for the aforesaid monument, and the archi¬ 
tect submitting the same to have professional charge of the work 
under usual rates of compensation. 

At the annual meeting of the chapter, held on the 8th instant, 
the following officers were duly elected : — 


John McArthur, Jr. 
Stephen D. Button 
James P. Sims 
T. P. Chandler 
T. R. Williamson . 


. President. 

. 1st Vice-President. 

. 2d Vice-President. 

. Treasurer. 

Secretary. 
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Executive Committee. 

The President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, Mr. John Stewart, 
Mr. Jas. P. Sims. 

Committee on Admissions. 

The President, the Secretary, Mr. Jos. U. Wilson, Mr. John Stewart, 



Mr. a. B. Jones. 

The President, 

Committee on Library. 

the Secretary, Mr. Jas. H. Windrim, Mr. T. P. Chan¬ 
dler, Mr. W. S. Andrews. 

The President, 

Committee on Education. 

the Secretary, Mr. Thorn, Mr. A. B. Jones, Mr. 
T. P. Chandler. 


All of which is respectfully submitted, 

ALONZO B. JONES, 
Secretary of the Philadelphia Chapter, 

American Institute Architects. 


